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Welcome to St. Mary’s 
 
Welcome, one and all!  Whoever you are, and wherever you find yourself on the journey of faith, you are 
most welcome here at St. Mary’s! We strive to be an LGBTQ safe space and to live out our anti-racist 
principles in word and deed. The sacrament of Holy Communion is open to all who seek to know God in 
Christ. Come to the feast! 
 

A Special Welcome for those Bringing Children to Worship  
 

We are very happy that you are here today!   
We want you and your children to feel at home here at St. Mary’s. 

 
●​ First, please relax.  We know that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel 

embarrassed by it.  Your children – and their sounds – are most welcome here. 
●​ To make worship a bit easier on your family, please dare to sit toward the front where your children 

can easily see what is going on, note the colors, watch the choir and clergy, and embrace the action 
at the altar.  

●​ As we go through the liturgy, consider softly explaining the service to your children and 
encouraging them to chime in on the people’s responses.  All of these words belong to them, too. 

●​ Be sure to sing, say, and pray the people's parts of the liturgy as much as possible, even as you are 
busy caring for your children.  Your children will learn how to participate actively in worship by 
following your lead. 

 
St. Mary’s Staff 

 
Francesca Phillips (she/her) – Director of Operations & Communications 

office@stmarysardmore.org 
 

Leslie Martin (she/her) – Director of the Ardmore Food Pantry 
foodpantry@stmarysardmore.org 

 
Dr. Clair Rozier (she/her) – Director of Music 

rozier@stmarysardmore.org 
 

Michelle Germaine (they/them) - Minister for Children and Families 
germaine@stmarysardmore.org 
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A Prayer for Discernment 
 

Look graciously on us, O God, especially on this Vestry, as we begin our search for a new rector. Give us 
discernment, wisdom, and confidence in Your timing in the sure knowledge that You guide our deliberations. 
Bless us with gifts of trust, respect, courage and foresight as together we act on behalf of our St. Mary’s 
congregation. Above all, we ask for the gift of deep listening to You and to one another, our hearts and minds 
open to where You lead us.  This we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Today we welcome The Rev. Jill L. McNish to lead worship. 

 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite II  

A warm welcome to worship at St. Mary’s this day! 

Wherever you see the † in our bulletin, it is customary to stand, as you are able.  Please listen to your 
body and remain seated as often as needed.  If you need a restroom during the service, please exit through 
the rear doors of the church, walk through the windowed cloister, and enter the Parish Hall.  Bathrooms 
will be on your left. 

Music is reprinted with permission under One License #742316-A.  All Rights Reserved. 

 

Prelude​ ​ ​ ​ ​  Adagio for Glass Armonica                                           W.  A. Mozart 
 
 
 
† Gathering Hymn​  423​ ​ ​ Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise​ ​ ​      St. Denio
​  ​ ​  

​    

 

† Greeting 

Presider​ Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People​ And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

† Collect for Purity ​​ ​ Book of Common Prayer 

​ Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: ​  
​ Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  that we may perfectly 
​ love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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† Song of Praise​ S-236​           Glory to You​ John Rutter 

 
4 

 



 

5 
 



† Collect of the Day ​ ​ Book of Common Prayer 

Presider​ The Lord be with you. 
People​ And also with you. 
Presider​ Let us pray. 
 
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of 
your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit 
of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

† Collect for the Church ​ ​ Book of Occasional Services 

Lord, you have apportioned to your people the manifold gifts of the Spirit: Grant amid the changes 
of the world that your Church may abide, and be strengthened in ministry through continuous 
outpouring of your gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The First Lesson ​ Jeremiah 15:15-21​ ​ ​   ​ ​ ​     New Revised Standard Version 

Lector​ ​ A reading from the Book of the prophet Jeremiah . 

O Lord, you know;​
​  remember me and visit me,​
​  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 

In your forbearance do not take me away;​
​  know that on your account I suffer insult. 

Your words were found, and I ate them,​
​  and your words became to me a joy​
​  and the delight of my heart; 

for I am called by your name,​
​  O Lord, God of hosts. 

I did not sit in the company of merrymakers,​
​  nor did I rejoice; 

under the weight of your hand I sat alone,​
​  for you had filled me with indignation. 

Why is my pain unceasing,​
​  my wound incurable,​
​  refusing to be healed? 

Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,​
​  like waters that fail. 
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Therefore, thus says the Lord: 

If you turn back, I will take you back,​
​  and you shall stand before me. 

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,​
​  you shall serve as my mouth. 

It is they who will turn to you,​
​  not you who will turn to them. 

And I will make you to this people​
​  a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you,​
​  but they shall not prevail over you, 

for I am with you​
​  to save you and deliver you, 

says the Lord. 

I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,​
​  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

Lector​ ​ Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People​ Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Psalm         ​ 26:1-8​ ​ ​           ​               ​                     ​ ​   The Saint Helena Psalter 

The psalm will be read responsively. 

Give judgment for me, O God, 
for I have lived with integrity;  
I have trusted in you and have not faltered. 
 

Test me, O God, and try me;  
examine my heart and my mind. 
 

For your love is before my eyes;  
I have walked faithfully with you. 
 

I have not sat with the worthless,  
nor do I consort with the deceitful. 
 

I have hated the company of evildoers;  
I will not sit down with the wicked. 
 

I will wash my hands in innocence, O God,  
that I may go in procession round your altar, 
 

Singing aloud a song of thanksgiving  
and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
 

O God, I love the house in which you dwell 
and the place where your glory abides.  
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The Second Lesson ​ Romans 12:9-21​ ​ ​ ​     New Revised Standard Version 

Lector​ ​ A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; 
extend hospitality to strangers. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the 
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for 
what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance 
is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, 
give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Lector​ ​ Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People​ Thanks be to God. 
 

​ ​  
 
† Sequence Hymn  ​675​ ​ ​    Take Up Your Cross​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Bourbon
​  
 

† The Gospel ​ Matthew 16:21-28​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ New Revised Standard Version 

Presider​ The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People​ Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never 
happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block 
to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but 
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 
everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

Presider​ The Gospel of the Lord. 
People​ Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Reflections on the Youth Service Trip​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Marisol Foster & Ada Gillihan 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sermon                                                                                                                    The Rev. Jill L. McNish, PhD  

​  
After the sermon, a time of reflective silence is kept 

 

 

 

† Affirmation of Faith  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ United Church of Canada 

We are not alone,​
 ​     we live in God’s world. 

 We believe in God:​
 ​     who has created and is creating,​
 ​     who has come in Jesus,​
 ​        the Word made flesh,​
 ​        to reconcile and make new,​
 ​     who works in us and others​
 ​        by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  

We are called to be the Church:​
 ​     to celebrate God’s presence,​
 ​     to live with respect in Creation,​
 ​     to love and serve others,​
 ​     to seek justice and resist evil,​
 ​     to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,​
 ​        our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death,​
 ​     God is with us.​
 ​ We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
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† Prayers of the People​ ​ ​ ​   ​ ​ Book of Common Prayer, Form IV (adapted)   

Presider 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
Intercessor 
During the silence after each petition, the congregation is invited to name specific prayers. 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in 
your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Pause to allow for prayers, said silently or aloud. 

Gracious God, in your mercy​
Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 
honor one another and serve the common good. 

Pause  

Gracious God, in your mercy​
Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in 
the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Pause  

Gracious God, in your mercy​
Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one 
another as Christ loves us. 

Pause  

Gracious God, in your mercy​
Hear our prayer. 

Increase our awareness of all the blessings of our lives, that we may give thanks with our whole 
hearts. 

Pause  

Gracious God, in your mercy​
Hear our prayer.. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Pause  

Gracious God, in your mercy​
Hear our prayer. 
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We commend to your mercy all who have died and we pray that we may share​
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Pause  

Gracious God, in your mercy​
Hear our prayer. 

Presider 
Gracious God, accept the prayers of your people and keep us ever mindful of your love for us and 
all of creation, through Jesus the Christ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 

Amen. 
 
 
† The Confession  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 

The Presider says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

A moment of silence is kept 
 

God of all mercy,  
we confess that we have sinned against you,  
opposing your will in our lives.  
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves,  
and in the world you have created.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  
through our Savior Jesus Christ  
that we may abide in your love  
and serve only your will.  
Amen. 
 
 

The Presider says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.         
                                                      

                    
                                                      
† The Peace 

 
Presider​ The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People​ And also with you. 
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Welcome & Announcements 
You are most welcome here at St. Mary’s!  If you would like to be added to the mailing list for our weekly e-newsletter, 
please fill out the contact card on the back of the bulletin, tear it off, and place it in the offering plate. 

 

 
Celebrating September Birthdays and Anniversaries 
  

Let us pray: Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or 
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts, may your peace which passes all 
understanding, abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

Invitation to Offering 

Presider​ Walk in love as Christ loves us and gives himself for us,  
an offering and sacrifice to God. 

 
 
 
 
Offertory Music      ​​ ​ ​ With My Own Two Hands​​                                   Ben Harper 
 

I can change the world with my own two hands; 
Make it a better place with my own two hands; 
Make it a kinder place with my own two hands; 

With my own, with my own two hands. 
 

I can make peace on earth with my own two hands; 
I can clean up the earth with my own two hands; 
I can reach out to you with my own two hands; 

With my own, with my own two hands. 
 

I'm gonna make it a brighter place with my own two hands; 
I'm gonna make it a safer place with my own two hands; 
I'm gonna help the human race with my own two hands; 

With my own, with my own two hands. 
 

I can hold you in my own two hands; 
I can comfort you with my own two hands; 

But you've got to use; use your own two hands; 
Use your own, use your own two hands 

 
Sung by members of the Youth Choir 

Michelle Germaine, Minister for Children, Youth, and Families 
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† Doxology  

 

 

† Eucharistic Prayer 1​ Enriching Our Worship 

​ Presider           The Lord be with you. 
​ People            And also with you. 
​ Presider           Lift up your hearts. 
​ People            We lift them to the Lord. 
​ Presider           Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
​ People            It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of 
mercy; you have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; 
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body.  Through your Spirit you replenish 
us and call us to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful 
of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:  

 
           Sanctus (S-125) 

​  
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own 
image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be 
your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in 
one another and ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we 
violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for 
us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
 
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, 
sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in 
the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human 
family and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, 
he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.  

 
On the night before he died for us, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and 
this wine.   
 
By your Holy Spirit may this be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we 
who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit, and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 
Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your children, that with all your saints, past, present, and 
yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 
and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
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† The Lord’s Prayer ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​       The Book of Common Prayer 

The Presider says 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,​  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

† The Fraction 

The Presider breaks the bread in silence 

S-154 Christ Our Passover​  

​  
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† The Presentation and Invitation 

The Presider, joined by those others distributing, raises the elements and says 

Presider​ The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

 
 
Communion of the People and Healing Prayer 
 
All baptized Christians of any age (including infants and young children) or denomination are invited to partake in Holy Communion. 
 
If you are receiving Communion, please allow the priest to drop bread into your cupped and outstretched hands.  If you need gluten free 
bread, please request it from the person serving you.  Wine or grape juice may then be consumed by sipping or by intinction (dipping): the 
chalice containing wine is silver and will be on your left; the goblet containing juice is crystal and will be on your right.  You may switch 
Communion lines if you prefer to receive wine rather than juice, or vice-versa. 
 
If you are not receiving Communion, you are still most welcome to come forward for a blessing.  Simply cross your arms over your chest 
to communicate a desire for a blessing. 
 
If you wish to receive healing prayer and the laying on of hands, please proceed to the side chapel after receiving Communion.  You 
may request prayer for yourself or on behalf of others – for any reason.  All prayer requests will be held in confidence by those who are offering 
healing prayer today. 
 
 
Communion Hymn  (LEVAS II, 136) ​ I Have Decided to Follow Jesus             ​ ​ Indian Folk Melody 
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† Post-Communion Prayer  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     Book of Common Prayer 
After Communion, the Presider says 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us  
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,​
and you have fed us with spiritual food ​
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.​
Send us now into the world in peace,​
and grant us strength and courage​
to love and serve you​
with gladness and singleness of heart;​
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

† Blessing​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Life is short,​
and we do not have much time​
to gladden the hearts of those  
who make the journey with us.​
So be swift to love,​
and make haste to be kind.​
And the blessing of God,​
who made us,​
who loves us,​
and who travels with us​
be with you now and forever.  Amen. 

​ ​  

​  

† Retiring Hymn   473​ ​       ​ Lift High the Cross​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Crucifer 
​  
 
 
 
† Dismissal 

The Presider dismisses the People, and the people respond 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Postlude ​                    ​ ​ I Have Decided to Follow Jesus​ ​ ​       Emma Lou Diemer
​ ​ ​ ​  
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The St. Mary’s Prayer List 

  
Henderson Clark, Christopher Gervasi, Rosemary Herrick, Barbara Hertzog, Andy Jeffrey,  

Janet MacKenzie, Doug Norton, Alberta Smith, Bart & Courtney Sturm, Doug Yocum 
  
We pray also for our neighborhood and wider community, especially those with whom we share space 

and ministry: the guests and volunteers of the Ardmore Food Pantry; the families served by Family 
Promise of the Main Line; the children, parents, and teachers of Play & Learn. 

  
Should there be someone you would like to have added to the published Prayer List, please email Francesca (office@stmarysardmore.org) who 
will send you a link to a brief form.  Names will remain on the new list for two months.  If you'd like someone to remain on the prayer list for 
longer than 2 months, you can always re-submit their name. Thank you for continuing to keep our St. Mary's community aware of those 
needing our prayers and support. 
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Happenings at St. Mary’s – Get Involved! 
 

There’s always something going on at St. Mary’s, and we’d love for you to be a part of it! 
From community gatherings to special events, everyone is welcome to join in. 

 
Events & Activities 

Date Time Location Event 

September 6 10 AM Church Last 10 AM Summer Worship 

September 13 8:15 AM & 
10:30 AM 

Church Regular Worship Times Resume 

September 16 10 AM Upstairs Rectory Family Promise Workday 

September 16 5:30 PM Zoom Property Committee 

September 20 11:45 AM Upstairs Rectory Family Promise Open House 

September 23 7 PM Small Hall Vestry 

September 27 to 
October 11 

ALL DAY Upstairs Rectory Family Promise in Residence 

 
 
  

Kids, Youth & Families ﻿Events & Activities 

Sundays 10:10 AM Small Hall Children’s Ministry 

August 30 11 AM Small Hall Appalachia Service Project 
Presentation 

September 6 10 AM Small Hall Last 10:10 AM Children’s Ministry 

September 13 10:40 AM Upstairs Classroom Children’s Minsitry 

 
Scan the QR Code to read Tidings and learn more about these activities! 

 
Have an idea? Planning something? Need to get it on the calendar?​

   Reach out to Francesca at office@stmarysardmore.org.  
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