
 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
Welcomes You! 

 

 
 

First Sunday After Epiphany: 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
 

January 11, 2026
8:15 AM – Quiet, Simple Holy Eucharist 
10:30 AM - Holy Eucharist with Choir 
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Welcome to St. Mary’s 
 

Welcome, one and all!  Whoever you are, and wherever you find yourself on the journey of faith, you are 
most welcome here at St. Mary’s! We strive to be an LGBTQ safe space and to live out our anti-racist 
principles in word and deed. The sacrament of Holy Communion is open to all who seek to know God 
in Christ. Come to the feast! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

St. Mary’s Staff 

 

The Rev. Sean Lanigan (he/him) – Rector 

lanigan@stmarysardmore.org 

 

Michelle Germaine (they/them) - Minister for Children and Families 

germaine@stmarysardmore.org 

 

Leslie Martin (she/her) – Interim Manager of the Ardmore Food Pantry 

foodpantry@stmarysardmore.org 

 

Francesca Phillips (she/her) – Director of Operations & Communications 

office@stmarysardmore.org 

 

Dr. Clair Rozier (she/her) – Director of Music 

rozier@stmarysardmore.org 
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The Holy Eucharist: Rite II  

A warm welcome to worship at St. Mary’s this day! 

Wherever you see the † in our bulletin, it is customary to stand, as you are able.  Please listen to your 
body and remain seated as often as needed.  If you need a restroom during the service, please exit 
through the rear doors of the church, walk through the windowed cloister, and enter the Parish Hall.  
Bathrooms will be on your left. 

Today we welcome Edward Landin Senn as our guest organist and choir conductor.   

  

Prelude     Voluntary in C major         G. F. Handel  

          

 

† Processional Hymn  126 (Hymnal 1982)    The People Who In Darkness Walked  

 

† Greeting 

Presider Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 

People And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen.  

 

† Collect of the Day   The Book of Common Prayer 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved 
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may 
keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

† A Litany of Collective Anguish and Lament       Walter Brueggemann 
 

My God, my God, why?  

The words first on the psalmist’s tongue, then on Jesus’, and now on our own.  

My God… 
…my God, why? 

(silence) 
 

Why such cruelty? Why the abuse of power? Why the closing of hearts and minds? 

My God… 
…my God, why? 

(silence) 
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Why the violence? Why the lack of imagination? Why the giving in to our worst impulses?  

My God… 
…my God, why? 

(silence) 
 

Why do we betray one another? Why do we betray our truest selves? Why do we betray you, O 
God?  

My God… 
…my God, why? 

(silence) 
 

Be near us, O God, we pray. Be near to all who mourn. Hold our grieving world in your heart.   

Amen. 

 
 
(10:30 only) Children’s Dismissal 
 

We’re so glad that you have brought your children to worship today!  During the 10:30 service, children in grades K-8 are 
dismissed at this time to participate in our Children’s Ministry program.  Younger children are also welcome to participate, 
with an accompanying parent.  Children will return to the church prior to Communion.  

If you are new to St. Mary’s, please feel welcome to accompany your child in order to meet the adults who are leading 
Children’s Ministry today.  Children are also welcome to remain in worship, and there is an area for coloring and quiet play in 
the rear of the church.  If your child needs a break from the sanctuary, you are also welcome to take them to the Parish Hall. 

 

The First Lesson Isaiah 42:1-9                   New Revised Standard Version  

Lector  A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah. 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

I have put my spirit upon him; 
  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
  or make it heard in the street; 

a bruised reed he will not break, 
  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

He will not grow faint or be crushed 
  until he has established justice in the earth; 
  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

Thus says God, the Lord, 
  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people upon it 
  and spirit to those who walk in it: 
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I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
  a light to the nations, 
  to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

I am the Lord, that is my name; 
  my glory I give to no other, 
  nor my praise to idols. 

See, the former things have come to pass, 
  and new things I now declare; 

before they spring forth, 
  I tell you of them. 

 
Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 29                           The Saint Helena Psalter 
Ascribe to God, you heavenly beings,  
ascribe to God glory and strength. 
 

Ascribe due honor to God’s holy Name;  
worship the Most High in the beauty of holiness. 
 

The voice of God is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders;  
God is upon the mighty waters. 
 

The voice of God is a powerful voice;  
the voice of God is a voice of splendor. 
 

The voice of God breaks the cedar trees;  
God breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 

God makes Lebanon skip like a calf  
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
 

The voice of God splits the flames of fire; 
the voice of God shakes the wilderness;  
God shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
 

The voice of God makes the oak trees writhe  
and strips the forests bare. 
 

And in the temple of the Holy One,  
all are crying, “Glory!” 
 

God sits enthroned above the flood,  
enthroned as Sovereign for evermore. 
 

God shall give strength to the people;  
God shall give the people the blessing of peace. 
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The Second Lesson   Acts 10:34-43                                                    NRSV                     
    

Lector   A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message 
he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all 
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but 
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who 
were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

 

† Sequence Hymn  134 (Hymnal 1982)     O Light of Light, Love Given Birth
   

 
 

† The Gospel  Matthew 3:13-17                                                                             NRSV  

 

Presider The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased.”  

 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

The Sermon                     The Rev. Sean Lanigan 

After the sermon, a time of reflective silence is kept.                     
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† The Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the Virgin Mary. 

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

           

† The Prayers of the People    

Presider 
In this season of Epiphany, when the light of Christ is made manifest among us in many and 
various ways, we turn to God with confidence that God will hear and answer our prayers: 
 

Intercessor 
For the Church: that, through our words and deeds, we may be a light to those who are 
searching for direction and a sign of hope for those seeking to begin again.   

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For God’s blessing on the New Year: that God will fill the coming days with health of body, 
mind, and spirit, renew the gifts of the Spirit within us, and inspire us with new ways to share 
the Good News with others.   

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For a greater utilization of our gifts and talents: that like the magi, we may offer all our gifts to 
God and use them in the service of God’s reign.   

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For a spirit of wonder: that our hearts may be filled with joy as we recognize God’s many gifts to 
us in our faith, our relationships, and our opportunities.   

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For peace on earth, that the peace which Christ brings will become a reality for all nations and 
that we may all become instruments of Christ’s peace.   

A pause is held, and names may be spoken aloud. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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For all victims of violence, warfare, and natural disasters, that they may know the embrace of 
your care and receive your healing and renewal. 

A pause is held, and names may be spoken aloud. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

For all who are sick or suffering, neglected or bereaved, that the light of Christ will lead them 
out of pain and sorrow.  

A pause is held, and names may be spoken aloud. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

For those who have died, may light perpetual shine upon them. 

A pause is held, and names may be spoken aloud. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Presider 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

† The Confession                                          Book of Common Prayer 

The Presider says 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence is kept 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Presider says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
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† The Peace 

 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

You are most welcome here at St. Mary’s!  If you are new, please fill out the Contact Card on the back of the bulletin 
and place it in the Offering Plate.  We’ll add you to our e-newsletter, and Rev. Sean will reach out with a personal 
welcome and to answer any questions you might have about St. Mary’s.  

 
 

 

Invitation to Offering  
 
Presider Walk in love as Christ loves us and gives himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

 

 
Offertory Anthem         When Jesus Came to Jordan     Lynn M. Trapp 
 
 

 

† Doxology   Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                      Old Hundredth 
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† The Great Thanksgiving                                                                    Anglican Church of New Zealand 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right indeed that we should praise you… 

(prayer continues) 

…and with all creation 
 we hymn your praise for your unending love, 
 as we sing. 

 

(8:15) 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

(10:30)  

   
 

To you indeed be glory, almighty God… 
(prayer continues) 

 …we celebrate and proclaim 
 the mystery of our faith. 

 

Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 

 

Therefore, loving God, 
 recalling Christ’s death and resurrection… 
(prayer continues) 
…we worship you, O God, 
 in songs of everlasting praise. 
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Blessing, honour and glory be yours, 
 here and everywhere, 
 now and forever.  

AMEN. 
 

 
† The Lord’s Prayer 

The Presider says 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
† The Fraction  

The Presider breaks the bread in silence 

(8:15)   Presider       Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 People        Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

(10:30) 
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† The Presentation and Invitation  

The Presider, joined by those others distributing, raises the elements and says 

 

Presider The gifts of God for the people of God.  Whoever you are, and wherever you find  

yourself on the journey of faith, there is a place for you here, at Christ’s table. 

 

You may be seated. 

  
 
 
 
Communion of the People and Healing Prayer 
 

All are most welcome to partake in Holy Communion, including children of any age.  We believe that desire to commune with 
God precedes understanding and that understanding grows over time.  Even for those who are advanced in years and in 
wisdom, the mystery of the sacrament remains.  If you wish to deepen your connection to this mystery and have not yet been 
baptized, please consider speaking with Rev. Sean about participating in that sacrament of belonging. 

If you are receiving Communion, please allow the priest or deacon to drop bread into your cupped and outstretched hands.  
Wine or grape juice may then be consumed by sipping or by intinction (dipping): the chalice containing wine is silver and will 
be on your left; the goblet containing juice is crystal and will be on your right.  You may switch Communion lines if you prefer 
to receive wine rather than juice, or vice-versa. 

If you are not receiving Communion, you are still most welcome to come forward for a blessing.  Simply cross your arms 
over your chest to communicate a desire for a blessing. 

If you wish to receive healing prayer and the laying on of hands, please proceed to the side chapel after receiving 
Communion.  You may request prayer for yourself or on behalf of others – for any reason.  All prayer requests will be held in 
confidence by those who are offering healing prayer today. 

 

 

Communion Hymn  116 (Hymnal 1982)    I Come, The Great Redeemer Cries 

 

 

 

† Post-Communion Prayer             The Book of Common Prayer 

 
Let us pray together: 
 
Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as  
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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† Retiring Hymn 117  121 (Hymnal 1982)     Christ When for Us You Were Baptized 
    

 

† Dismissal 

The Presider dismisses the People, and the people respond 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Postlude     Moderato in D major     Bedrich Smetana 

                               
 

Please greet at least one person you don’t (yet) know well at the end of worship.  We each play an important part in making 
St. Mary’s a welcoming, hospitable community.  As Scripture reminds us: “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for thereby some have entertained angels unawares” (Hebrews 13:2). 
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The St. Mary’s Prayer List 
 

Paul, The Brosius Family, Amy Cleary, Peyton Jaffe, Ruth Kenny, Dennis Kenny, Nancy Nicklaus, 
Doug Norton, Clair Rozier, Bill Powell, The Schofield Family, Ellen W., Judith Whitcomb 

We pray also for our neighborhood and wider community, especially those with whom we share space 
and ministry: the guests and volunteers of the Ardmore Food Pantry; the families served by Family 
Promise of the Main Line; the children, parents, and teachers of Play & Learn. 

Should there be someone you would like to have added to the published Prayer List, please email Francesca (office@stmarysardmore.org) 
who will send you a link to a brief form.  Names will remain on the new list for two months.  If you'd like someone to remain on the prayer 
list for longer than 2 months, you can always re-submit their name. Thank you for continuing to keep our St. Mary's community aware 
of those needing our prayers and support. 
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Happenings at St. Mary’s – Get Involved! 

There’s always something going on at St. Mary’s, and we’d love for you to be a part of it! 

From community gatherings to special events, everyone is welcome to join in. 

Recurring Weekly Events 

Date Time Location Event 

Every Tuesday 5:30 PM Zoom Centering Prayer Group 

  

Other Events & Activities 

January 18 11:45 AM Small Hall Faith in Action Meeting 

January 21 5:30 PM Zoom Property Committee 

January 25 11:45 AM Large Hall Capital Campaign Launch 

January 28 7 PM Small Hall Vestry 

  

Kids, Youth & Families Events & Activities 

Sundays 9:30 AM Upstairs Youth Choir 

Sundays 6:30 PM Rectory Youth Group 

January 18 10:30 AM Church All Ages Service 

Scan the QR Code to read Tidings and learn more about these activities! 

 

Have an idea? Planning something? Need to get it on the calendar? 

  Reach out to Francesca at office@stmarysardmore.org. 
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