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Welcome to St. Mary’s 
 

Welcome, one and all!  Whoever you are, and wherever you find yourself on the journey of faith, you 
are most welcome here at St. Mary’s! We strive to be an LGBTQ safe space and to live out our anti-racist 
principles in word and deed. The sacrament of Holy Communion is open to all who seek to know God 
in Christ. Come to the feast! 
 

About the Advent Altar Icon 

During the season of Advent, an icon of Mary holding the Christ child will be displayed in front of the 
altar.  The icon, written by Br. Simeon Davis, was purchased through a generous gift from a parishioner. 
 
In this particular icon, Mary bends her head toward Jesus but looks out at us – at the world to whom 
she presents her son. The faces of mother and child touch.  The icon emphasizes the physical 
motherhood of Mary, as well as her power to evoke her Son's tenderness.  Jesus focuses his attention on 
his mother, whom he embraces.  
 
As pieces of liturgical art, icons are not just decoration: they are intended visual aids for worship.  Icons 
are meant to be epiphanic: manifesting God’s presence in and through their transfigured subjects, who 
are shown as participants in God's radiant light.  Through the icon, these transfigured persons invite 
viewers into a communion with them, and through them, with God.  By bringing viewers into a living 
encounter with the persons who are represented, an icon can provide an entrance into sacred time and 
space.​  

Text adapted from the University of Dayton’s International Marian Research Institute at  www.udayton.edu/imri/mary/ 

 

St. Mary’s Staff 
 

The Rev. Sean Lanigan – Rector 
lanigan@stmarysardmore.org 

 
Michelle Germaine - Minister for Children and Families 

germaine@stmarysardmore.org 
 

Leslie Martin – Interim Manager of the Ardmore Food Pantry 
foodpantry@stmarysardmore.org 

 
Francesca Phillips – Director of Operations & Communications 

office@stmarysardmore.org 
 

Dr. Clair Rozier – Director of Music 
rozier@stmarysardmore.org 
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The Holy Eucharist: Rite II  

A warm welcome to worship at St. Mary’s this day! 

Wherever you see the † in our bulletin, it is customary to stand, as you are able.  Please listen to your 
body and remain seated as often as needed.  If you need a restroom during the service, please exit 
through the rear doors of the church, walk through the windowed cloister, and enter the Parish Hall.  
Bathrooms will be on your left. 

 

Prelude                     ​​ ​ Wachet auf! ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645​​ ​            J. S. Bach 
(Awake! The voice calls us) 

​ ​ ​              ​
† Processional Hymn 57 (Hymnal 1982)​ Lo, He Comes, With Clouds Descending​​ ​ Helmsley 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          ​
† Opening Acclamation 

Presider​ Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People​ You come to your people and set them free. 

 
† Collect of the Day ​ ​ The Book of Common Prayer 

 
Presider​ The Lord be with you. 
People​ And also with you. 
Presider​ Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

† Collect for “Break the Silence” Sunday 
 
Gracious God, like a mother hen you shelter us under your wings: Bring your truth and love 
into homes where domestic violence has shattered the peace. Provide sustenance for the victims 
and accountability for the abusers. Send wise and courageous friends who can offer alternatives, 
and bring your healing power into broken relationships. May your church provide a haven of 
safety and peace for the abused and reach out to support all who serve the needs of victims in 
our communities; Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
† Advent Wreath Prayer & Hymn During Wreath Lighting​
​  
 

God of hope, we light this candle as we prepare for the coming of your Son. Awaken our hearts 
to you this Advent season, so that when Christ arrives, we are ready to receive him with all our 
hearts, all our minds, and all our strength.  Amen. 
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​ Hymn: Light One Candle by Natalie Sleeth 
​  
​ Light one candle for hope, 
​ One bright candle for hope. 
​ He brings hope to ev’ry heart 
​ He comes, he comes. 

 
Children’s Dismissal 
 

We’re so glad that you have brought your children to worship today!  During the 10:30 service, children in grades K-8 are 
dismissed at this time to participate in our Children’s Ministry program.  Younger children are also welcome to participate, 
with an accompanying parent.  Children will return to the church prior to Communion.  
 
If you are new to St. Mary’s, please feel welcome to accompany your child in order to meet the adults who are leading Children’s 
Ministry today.  Children are also welcome to remain in worship, and there is an area for coloring and quiet play in the rear of 
the church.  If your child needs a break from the sanctuary, you are also welcome to take them to the Parish Hall. 

 

The First Lesson  Isaiah 2:1-5​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  New Revised Standard Version  

Lector​  A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

In days to come​
 ​ the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,​
 ​ and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it.​
 ​ Many peoples shall come and say, 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,​
 ​ to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways​
 ​ and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,​
​  and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations,​
 ​ and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,​
 ​ and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,​
​  neither shall they learn war any more. 

O house of Jacob,​
 ​ come, let us walk​
 ​ in the light of the Lord! 

Lector​ ​ Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People​ Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm​ 122​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                    ​ ​ ​       St. Helena’s Psalter 

The psalm will be read responsively, and the congregation is asked to read the bolded text aloud.  

I was glad when they said to me,  
“Let us go to the house of God.” 
 

Now our feet are standing  
within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 

Jerusalem is built as a city  
that is at unity with itself; 
 

To which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the Holy One,  
the assembly of Israel, 
to praise the Name of God. 
 

For there are the thrones of judgment,  
the thrones of the house of David. 
 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:  
“May they prosper who love you. 
 

Peace be within your walls  
and quietness within your towers. 
 

For my kindred and companions’ sake,  
I pray for your prosperity. 
 

Because of the house of the Holy One our God,  
I will seek to do you good.” 
 

 
The Second Lesson​ Romans 13:11-14                 ​                               ​ ​ ​           NRSV                     
​ ​   

Lector ​​ A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans. 

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us 
then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the 
day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires. 
Lector​ ​ Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People​ Thanks be to God. 
 

† Sequence Hymn  61, verses 1 & 2       “Sleepers, Wake!” A Voice Astounds Us      ​      Wachet auf​
​ ​ ​             
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† The Gospel  Matthew 24:36-44​ ​ ​ ​      ​                                                 ​ NRSV​ 

 
Presider​ The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People​ Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will 
be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; 
one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day 
your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of 
the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house 
be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected 
hour.” 
 
Presider​ The Gospel of the Lord. 
People​ Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​           The Rev. Sean Lanigan 

After the sermon, a time of reflective silence is kept.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           ​ ​  ​  

† The Nicene Creed​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  Enriching Our Worship
​         ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
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he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

​ and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
​ ​ ​ ​       

 
† Prayers of the People​ ​          ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

Presider 
As we keep awake for the coming of the Lord,  
let us offer prayers to God who prepares a light for our path. 
  
Intercessor 
For the peace of the world, and for our unity in Christ that light may truly shine. 

A brief silence is kept, and prayers may be spoken aloud. 

Come, O Holy One, 
Strengthen and free us. 

  
For Sean our presiding bishop, for Daniel our bishop, for Sean our priest, and for all bishops, 
priests, deacons and all who minister in Christ. 

A brief silence is kept, and prayers may be spoken aloud. 

Come, O God, 
Strengthen and free us. 

  
For the church throughout the world and the faithful in every place, that they may make 
manifest the love and life-giving power of God. 

A brief silence is kept, and prayers may be spoken aloud. 

Come, O Beloved 
Strengthen and free us. 

  
For the leaders of the nations and all in authority, that there may be justice and peace in the 
world, especially where tyranny and violence abound. 

A brief silence is kept, and prayers may be spoken aloud. 

Come, O Mighty One 
Strengthen and free us. 
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For the responsible use of our earth's resources and a spirit of care for all you have created, that 
we might recognize the interconnection of all and celebrate the gift of life. 

A brief silence is kept, and prayers may be spoken aloud. 

Come, O Life giver, 
Strengthen and free us. 

  
For the sick and the suffering, for the hungry and the oppressed, for those in prison, for 
immigrants, and for those in any need or trouble, that they may be relieved of their pain and 
distress. 

A brief silence is kept, and prayers may be spoken aloud. 

Come, O Liberator, 
Strengthen and free us. 

  
For the dying and the dead, that they may be at peace. 

A brief silence is kept, and prayers may be spoken aloud. 

Come, Comforter 
Strengthen and free us. 

  
For deliverance from all affliction, strife, and need, especially in these dangerous and difficult 
times. 

A brief silence is kept, and prayers may be spoken aloud. 

Come, Emmanuel 
Strengthen and free us. 

  
Joining our voices with the Blessed Virgin Mary and with all the saints and angels of 
God, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 

To you, O Lord, our God. 
  
Presider 
O Rising Sun, brightness of light eternal, sun of justice,  
come and shine on those who sit in darkness  
and under the shadow of death. Amen. 
 

† The Confession                                   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  Common Worship, adapted 

The Presider says 

Let us open our hearts to our forgiving God. 

Silence is kept. 

Intimate God, 
you are able to accept in us 
what we cannot acknowledge; 
you have named in us 
what we cannot bear to speak of; 
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you hold in your heart 
what we have tried to forget; 
and you hold out to us 
a glory we cannot imagine. 
Reconcile us through your love 
to all that we have rejected in ourselves, 
that we may find no part of your creation 
to be alien or strange to us, 
and that we ourselves may be made whole, 
through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
The Presider says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.​  
                                                                                                                     ​                                               
 

† The Peace 

 
Presider​ The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People​ And also with you. 

Welcome & Announcements 
You are most welcome here at St. Mary’s!  If you are new here, please fill out the Contact Card on the back of the 
bulletin and place it in the Offering Plate.  We’ll add you to our e-newsletter, and Rev. Sean will reach out with a 
personal welcome and to answer any questions you might have about St. Mary’s. 

 
Celebrating December Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 
Let us pray: Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or 
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts, may your peace which passes all 
understanding, abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Offering ​
​
Presider​ Walk in love as Christ loves us and gives himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

 
Offertory Anthem ​ ​ ​ ​ Jubilate Deo​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ W. A. Mozart        
​ ​ ​      ​
​ ​ ​ Jubilate Deo omnis terra: servite Domino in laetitia:  

Laudate nomen ejus, quoniam suavis Dominus.  Alleluia. 
 

Make a joyful shout to God, all you lands!​
​ Serve God with gladness; Come before God's presence with singing. Alleluia! 
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† Presentation Hymn   ​ ​ ​ All Things Are Thine​ ​ ​ ​        Gardiner 

               

† Eucharistic Prayer B     ​ The Book of Common Prayer 

Presider           The Lord be with you. 
People            And also with you. 
Presider           Lift up your hearts. 
People            We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider           Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People            It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,  
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth, 
through Jesus Christ your Son. 
 
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 
he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 
to open for us the way of salvation. 
Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, 
we now watch for the day 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels  
and with all the company of heaven,  
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

(8:15) 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

(10:30)    

​

 ​

 ​

 ​

 ​

 ​

 ​
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days 
you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of 
the world. In Christ, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you. In Christ, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, 
out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O God, 
 

We remember Christ’s death, 
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 
We await Christ’s coming in glory; 

 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of all;  
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts  
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  
Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  
 
In the fullness of time, put all things under the dominion of your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints,  
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your children;  
through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all creation,  
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit  
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.  
 
AMEN. 
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† The Lord’s Prayer 

The Presider says 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father [or Mother, or Parent] who art in heaven,​
    hallowed be thy Name,​
    thy kingdom come,​
    thy will be done,​
        on earth as it is in heaven.​
Give us this day our daily bread.​
And forgive us our trespasses,​
    as we forgive those​
        who trespass against us.​
And lead us not into temptation,​
    but deliver us from evil.​
For thine is the kingdom,​
    and the power, and the glory,​
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 † The Fraction  

The Presider breaks the bread in silence 

(8:15)  ​  
Presider       ​ Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People        ​ Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

 
(10:30) 

​

 ​

 ​
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† The Presentation and Invitation​  
 
Presider​ The gifts of God for the people of God.  Whoever you are, and wherever you find  

yourself on the journey of faith, there is a place for you here, at Christ’s table. 
 
You may be seated. 
  
Communion of the People and Healing Prayer 
 

All are most welcome to partake in Holy Communion, including children of any age.  We believe that desire to commune with 
God precedes understanding and that understanding grows over time.  Even for those who are advanced in years and in 
wisdom, the mystery of the sacrament remains.  If you wish to deepen your connection to this mystery and have not yet been 
baptized, please consider speaking with Rev. Sean about participating in that sacrament of belonging. 

If you are receiving Communion, please allow the Priest or Eucharistic Minister to drop bread into your cupped and 
outstretched hands.  If you need gluten free bread, please request it from the person serving you.  Wine or grape juice may then 
be consumed by sipping or by intinction (dipping): the chalice containing wine is silver and will be on your left; the goblet 
containing juice is crystal and will be on your right.  You may switch Communion lines if you prefer to receive wine rather 
than juice, or vice-versa. 

If you are not receiving Communion, you are still most welcome to come forward for a blessing.  Simply cross your arms 
over your chest to communicate a desire for a blessing. 

If you wish to receive healing prayer and the laying on of hands, please proceed to the side chapel after receiving 
Communion.  You may request prayer for yourself or on behalf of others – for any reason.  All prayer requests will be held in 
confidence by those who are offering healing prayer today. 

 

Communion Hymn  194 (LEVAS II)        Lead Me, Guide Me​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Doris Akers
​ ​ ​ ​ ​      ​
 

† Post-Communion Prayer ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      The Book of Common Prayer 

After Communion, the Presider says 
Let us pray together: 
 
Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as  
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,​
and you have fed us with spiritual food ​
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.​
Send us now into the world in peace,​
and grant us strength and courage​
to love and serve you​
with gladness and singleness of heart;​
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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† Blessing​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 
When Christ comes,  
may he find us watching and waiting. 
And may the blessing of God, 
Source, Son, and Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you 
this day and always.  Amen. 

 
† Hymn during the Retiring Procession 68  (Hymnal 1982) Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers              Llangloffan​
 

† Dismissal 

The Deacon dismisses the People, and the people respond 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Postlude        ​​ ​ ​ ​ Prelude in G Minor​ ​ ​ ​         Johannes Brahms               
​ ​        

 

Please greet at least one person you don’t (yet) know well at the end of worship.  We each play an important part in making 
St. Mary’s a welcoming, hospitable community.  As Scripture reminds us: “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for thereby some have entertained angels unawares” (Hebrews 13:2). 

 
 

The St. Mary’s Prayer List  
 

Gertrude Bien Amie in Haiti, Betty Brosius, Amy Cleary, Nicole & Victoria Deak,  
Ken Marx is volunteering in medical mobile clinics in Jamaica disaster areas over the next two weeks, 

Alex Monsell, The Friends and Family of Daniel Moraguez, Ashley Reed, Marilyn Reed 
 

We pray also for our neighborhood and wider community, especially those with whom we share 
space and ministry: the guests and volunteers of the Ardmore Food Pantry; the families served by 

Family Promise of the Main Line; the children, parents, and teachers of Play & Learn. 
 

Should there be someone you would like to have added to the published Prayer List, please email Francesca 
(office@stmarysardmore.org) who will send you a link to a brief form.  Names will remain on the new list for two months.  If you'd 
like someone to remain on the prayer list for longer than 2 months, you can always re-submit their name. Thank you for continuing to 
keep our St. Mary's community aware of those needing our prayers and support. 
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